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the minutest rules of the old ritual, speak unkindly
of his father. He knows he has passed through the
narrower path, and he does not grudge him his
freedom and the wider horizon of his views.

Is not here, too, one of the many lessons which an
historical study of religion teaches us ?

When we see how in India those who in the
earliest times worshipped Agni, the fire, lived side by
side with others who worshipped Indra, the giver of
rain; when we see how those who invoked Pra^pati,
the one lord of living creatures, did not therefore
despise others who still offered sacrifices to the minor
Devas; when we see how those who had learnt that
all the Devas were merely names of the one, the
highest Self, did not therefore curse the names or
break the altars of the gods whom they had formerly
adored: may we not learn something even from the
old Vedic Indians, though in many respects we may
be far better, far wiser, and far more enlightened than
they were or ever could have been?

I do not mean that we should slavishly follow the
example of the Brahmans, and that we should at-
tempt to reintroduce the successive stages of life,
the four JLsramas, and the successive stages of reli-
gious faith. Our modern life is beyond such strict
control. No one would submit to remain a mere
ritualist for a time, and then only to be allowed to
become a true believer. Our education has ceased to
be as uniform as it was in India, and the principle
of individual liberty, which is the greatest pride of
modern society, would render such spiritual legis-
lation as India accepted from its ancient lawgivers,
utterly impossible with us. Even in India we only